Sunspot Activity and the Aurora




http://solarscience.msfc.nasa.gov/SunspotCycle.shtml
http://www.aurorahunter.com/aurora-prediction.php
Above are two websites that will help you to get started. You may use others! If you do,  keep a log of the sites that you use to gather your data and answers to the following questions!

1. What are sunspots? On what layer of the sun do they occur?

2. What is a “magnetic disturbance”? What evidence of them do we experience on Earth?

3. When was the last “solar maximum”?

4. Find a data table or graph of sunspot numbers from 1749 to the present. Pick any 50-year segment and create (or re-create) a graph of the data.

5. Find a data table or graph of aurora activity. Create (or re-create) a graph of the SAME 50 years.

6. Compare your graphs. What similarities are there?

7. Based on your answer to #6, can you assume a relationship between the two sets of data? Why or why not?

8. Using your graphs, and the trends that they contain, predict when the next solar maximum will occur.

Please answer all of your questions in COMPLETE sentences. Use a separate sheet! You may type them in word and print out your work as well. You may use either graph paper, or excel to create your graphs. Be sure to label your axes, give them titles, and make them neat!
